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The Mercian Family Newsletter 
 

Issue 1: July 2014 

The Mercian Regiment Name Change - Her Majesty, The Queen has approved proposals for The Mercian        

Regiment to make changes to its name. This change comes into effect immediately. From this point onwards the 

official title of the Regiment will be: 

The Mercian Regiment (Cheshire, Worcesters and Foresters, and Staffords) 

At the battalion level the official title will be: 

X Battalion The Mercian Regiment (Cheshire, Worcesters and Foresters, and Staffords) 

When abbreviated all brackets are to be removed, with battalions referred to as: 

1 MERCIAN, 2 MERCIAN, 3 MERCIAN and 4 MERCIAN. 

“I very much welcome these important changes and stress that as a Regiment we have been involved in their       

development.  The new title reflects not only our origins and heritage, but also links the Regiment to our counties, the 

people whom we recruit from and whom ultimately we serve,” Colonel of the Regiment, Brigadier A P Williams. 

Regimental Day - 1 September - At the Regimental Council it was decided that the 1st  September should be      

celebrated as ‘Mercian Regiment Day’ each year by all members of The Mercian Regiment. The Mercian Regiment 

Day will be fundamentally an all ranks event about sporting excellence and celebrating what it is to be part of The 

Mercian Regiment Family. Battalions are encouraged to begin and end their ‘Earl of Chester’s Champion Company 

Competition’ on this day. It should be a day to celebrate sporting excellence and Mercian Regiment identity. 

Regimental Celebrations - The Regimental Council has chosen Meanee, Alma and Ferozeshah, as            

Regimental Celebration Days. We have chosen special times in our heritage which make us different and which we 

can take forward and preserve in the future.  Other equally important occasions such as Mons and Gheluvelt are not 

forgotten but rather symptomatic of the embarrassment of historical riches we as the successor Regiment enjoy.  

Announcements 

Upcoming Regimental Events 
WFRA Crich Supper - Saturday 5 July - This will be held at the Novotel Hotel in Long Eaton, with over 60 people 

in attendance including several local dignitaries.  It is great news to see this important annual event regaining such 

momentum with everyone already determined to break the 75 mark for next year.  We wish everyone attending a 

most enjoyable evening.  Next year’s location will be decided and published early to maximise warning time. 

 Mercian Regiment Crich Pilgrimage - Sunday 6 July - All members of the Regimental family are invited to join  

http://www.cheshiremilitarymuseum.co.uk/
http://staffordshireregimentmuseum.com/
http://www.wfraworcester.com/
http://www.mercians.org/
https://twitter.com/MercianRegiment
https://www.facebook.com/MercianRegiment
https://www.flickr.com/photos/82868128@N03/
http://www.army.mod.uk/infantry/regiments/23998.aspx
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friends and colleagues at the annual Pilgrimage to Crich on Sunday 6th July. The key details are as follows: 

 Bar and refreshments open from 1230 hrs  

 Band begin playing 1430 hrs 

 Service 1500- 1545 hrs 

 Bar and refreshments close 1700hrs.  

3 WFR Colours - Sunday 13 July - The 3 WFR Colours will be returned to St Mary Magdalene Church, Newark 

Parish on Sunday 13 July. These Colours were presented to 3rd (Volunteer) Battalion The Worcestershire and  

Sherwood Foresters Regiment on 30th April 1977 by Her Royal Highness The Princess Anne Mrs Mark Philips 

GCVO, the Colonel in Chief of the Regiment, in Newark, and were laid up in 1999. 

All members of the Regimental family are welcome to attend the ceremony, which will be incorporated into the nor-

mal service. As the ceremony is within a normal service, there is not the opportunity for standards to be on parade. 

News 
1 MERCIAN 

Soldiers Parade Through Sandbach - Over 140 soldiers from 1 MERCIAN marched through the centre of      
Sandbach last Sunday (29 June), as they exercised their newly awarded right to march through the town. Large 
crowds came out to show their support.  

The Tom Sephton Memorial Trophy - The 5th Annual ‘The Tom Sephton Memorial Trophy’ took place last     
weekend (28 June), at Crosfields ARLFC in memory of Private Thomas Sephton. Spectators to the all-day free 
event witnessed 1 MERCIAN play 1 LANCS.  

Tom was a soldier from Warrington who served in 1 MERCIAN. In 2010 he was deployed on operations to Afghani-
stan, and on  4 July, he was seriously wounded in an explosion whilst on patrol. After emergency treatment he was 
flown to the UK for further medical care, where he tragically succumbed to his injuries.  

Once again the Tom Sephton Memorial Trophy proved a wonderful opportunity for the Regimental Family to gather 
together in remembrance of Tom.  

2 MERCIAN 

Arms Plot To Dale Barracks Completed - Soldiers from 2 MERCIAN completed their Arms Plot move to the Dale 
Barracks, Chester in June from Northern Ireland. 500 Mercian Regiment soldiers paraded at the barracks to mark 
the ‘homecoming.’ 

The Worcestershire and Sherwood Foresters Regimental Associa-
tion  Reunion - Veterans, cadets, friends and family joined together for 
the annual reunion of The Worcestershire and Sherwood Foresters Regi-
mental Association in early June (7 June).  

Over 800 people associated with The Worcestershire Regiment, The 
Sherwood Foresters, The Worcestershire and Sherwood Foresters Regi-
ment and the Mercian Regiment attended the event at Worcester  
Warriors' Rugby Club. The annual reunion, which takes place on the first Saturday of every June, commemorates 
the 1794 naval battle known as the "Glorious First of June." 
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3 MERCIAN 

Returning soldiers parade through Staffordshire and West Midlands
- Over 250 soldiers from 3 MERCIAN marched through Staffordshire and 
the West Midlands in the final week of June (23 – 28 June) to mark their 
return from a nine month tour in Afghanistan. 

This was a poignant occasion for all, given the impending reorganisation. 
The week culminated in a homecoming service at Lichfield Cathedral. 

4 MERCIAN 

4 MERCIAN deployed a short term training team to Uganda in Apr 14, in order to train the UDF to deploy to Somalia 
as part of the African Union Mission. A Platoon has now formed at Wolverhampton University as part of HQ       
Company and E (Rifles) Company have now transferred to 6 RIFLES. C Company (Mansfield) have now taken over 
a new location in Bulwell as part of FR20. 

Fundraising Update 
The Colonel of the Regiment would like to thank the below for their continued support    
Mr Tony Millward - A long term supporter of The Mercian Regiment , Tony took to a mobility scooter on 14 June, 
completing six circuits of Darley Moor’s race track to raise more than £900 for The Mercian Regiment Benevolent 
Fund.  He wanted to do it to highlight the difficulties suffered by older veterans of the nation’s conflicts. Private Tay-
lor and Private Eagles-Field from the Regimental Support Team were in attendance to offer a helping hand. Tony 
has raised over £4000 this year for the Mercian Regiment Benevolent Fund. 

Bowyers - The Worshipful Company of Bowyers have generously donated £2,000 to The Mercian Regiment 
Benevolent Fund on top of the generous donation of £3,800 already raised earlier in the year at a dinner organised 
in aid of our Benevolent Fund.  

Church - St Barnabas’ Church, Crewe, donated £400, the second contribution in two years. 

Coltman Stretcher Race - Soldiers from 1, 2, 4 MERCIAN and The Mercian Regimental Support Team converged 
on Malvern on Saturday 21 June, for the second annual Coltman Stretcher race.  The race was in honour of William 
Harold Coltman, a stretcher bearer from World War One who won the Victoria Cross, and was the most decorated 
other rank of WW1, despite not firing a single shot. Lance Corporal Coltman was also awarded two Distinguished 
Conduct Medal and Bar, and two Military Medals and Bar for his courageous service.  

Coltman had close historic ties with The Mercian Regiment, as he was from 1/6th Battalion, The North Staffordshire 
Regiment. There is a replica WW1 trench named in honour of him at Staffordshire Regimental Museum. Competiti- 

 
on was fierce, with 14 teams from across the Armed 
Forces taking part in the gruelling ten-mile race. It 
involved climbing the major peaks of Malvern Hills to 
raise money for the Royal British Legion. The Merci-
an Regiment teams performed brilliantly, crossing 
the line in first, second, third, fourth and fifth.  

Upcoming Fundraisers  

Saturday 12 July - Tough Mudder - Soldiers from The Mercian Regiment will take part in Tough Mudder Midlands 
next Saturday (12 July). 1, 2 and 4 MERCIAN, alongside the Regimental Support team will compete in teams 
against each other, in order to raise money for The Mercian Regiment Benevolent Fund. To sponsor click here. 

https://www.justgiving.com/mercian-warriors/
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Queen’s Birthday Honours List - The Colonel of the Regiment would on behalf of the Regimental family like to 
offer the warmest congratulations to:  

 Captain Michael James Brigham, Adjutant 2 MERCIAN on being awarded an MBE 

 Mr Tony Millward a long standing supporter, who has raised such enormous amounts for The Mercian Regi-
ment Benevolent Fund.  Mr Millward has been awarded the BEM for his services to the community of Ash-
bourne in Derbyshire 

 WO1 Robert Mears, Regimental Sergeant Major on being awarded the Meritorious Service Medal. 

Success on Sandhurst Instructor’s Cadre - The Colonel of the Regiment is delighted to congratulate Colour 
Sergeants Cartledge and Miller on passing the hugely demanding Colour Sergeant Instructional Cadre at the Royal 
Military Academy Sandhurst which selects future Colour Sergeant Instructors for the Academy. They begin induction 
training soon and will take up their place as members of the Academy staff training Officer Cadets in September. 

Swiss Alpine Ultra Marathon - 26 July - Major Richard Grover MBE will 
lead a team of six Mercian soldiers on a 78km marathon across the Swiss 
Alps this month (26 July), in order to raise money for The Mercian Regi-
ment Benevolent Fund.  

The arduous challenge will be completed in 14 hours, and involves an as-
cent and descent of 2600 metres. The team will consist of 1 MERCIAN sol-
diers. The team have already been preparing, and they hope to raise 
£2500 for The Mercian Regiment Benevolent Fund. To sponsor, click here. 

1 Sep 14 |  Mercian Regiment Day | Battalion Locations | Details To Be Released Shortly 

7 Sep 14  |  Mons Parade |  Chester | Maj Eddie Pickering 

8 Sep 14 | Film Invite | Savoy Cinema, Worksop | Wider Regimental Family | More Info 

13 Sep 14 | Staffordshire Reunion | SRA Annual Event | Maj Jim Massey 

19 Sep 14 | Alma Day | 1 MERCIAN | Regtl Celebration | Bulford | Adjutant 1 MERCIAN 

31 Oct 14 | Centenary of the Battle of Gheluvelt | Parade and Service | Worcester | Maj Dick Fox 

31 Oct 14 | Centenary of the Battle of Gheluvelt | Dinner | Worcester | Lt Col Mark Jackson 

Honours & Awards 

Obituaries/Memorials 
Major Leslie Thomas MBE – The Sherwood Foresters – 4 September 1916 – 17 June 2014 -  Major Thomas 
MBE entered service with The Sherwood Foresters in 1931. Shortly after enlisting, he saw service in India with the 
Regiment, and in 1939 was part of the 2nd Battalion garrison based on Guernsey, where he met and married his wife. 

By the outbreak of WW2, he had risen to the rank of Sergeant Major, where he then embarked for France with the 
British Expeditionary Force in 1940. He was involved in the evacuation of Dunkirk, and on return to England was 
commissioned as Lieutenant, and transferred to the newly formed 13th Battalion, The Sherwood Foresters.  

He saw further service in India, both with this unit and 163rd Regiment, Royal Armoured Corps. He was awarded 
MBE for his services, and ended the war holding the rank of Major. 

Regimental Diary 

https://www.justgiving.com/Richard-Grover4/
mailto:INFHQ-POW-MERC-Cheshire-RegSecA?subject=Sandbach%20Freedom
http://www.1916film.com/
mailto:INFHQ-POW-MERC-StaffordsARegSec?subject=3%20MERCIAN%20Homecoming%20Service
mailto:1MERC-BHQ-ADJT@mod.uk
mailto:%20richard.fox2@homecall.co.uk
mailto:%20mlkj1981@btinternet.com

