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BATTALIONS COMPETE IN SHOOTING COMPETITION - Soldiers from all three battalions of The Mercian Regiment have 

been vying for victory in a regimental shooting competition. Troops are being tested on marksmanship with both their pistol and 

rifle, while also competing against each other in gruelling fitness tests. The Colonel of the Regiment will present trophies to the 

winning teams and individuals, with results to follow in the next edition of the newsletter. Best of luck to all taking part! 

1 MERCIAN NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOOTBALL TEAM CROWNED CHAMPIONS 

- The 1 MERCIAN football team have been 

crowned Western Division 1 Champions, 

impressively ending the season unbeaten! 

The squad only failed to win one game, and 

enjoyed some stunning results on their route 

to a championship winning year. This included 

a 6-0 win in the Prince of Wales Division derby 

against The Royal Welsh, and a 6-1 victory 

 

http://www.army.mod.uk/infantry/regiments/23998.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/MercianRegiment
https://twitter.com/MercianRegiment
https://instagram.com/mercianregiment/
http://www.army.mod.uk/infantry/regiments/23998.aspx
http://www.army.mod.uk/infantry/regiments/23998.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/MercianRegiment
https://twitter.com/MercianRegiment
https://instagram.com/mercianregiment/
http://www.army.mod.uk/infantry/regiments/23998.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/MercianRegiment
https://www.facebook.com/MercianRegiment
https://twitter.com/MercianRegiment
https://instagram.com/mercianregiment/
http://www.army.mod.uk/infantry/regiments/23998.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/MercianRegiment
https://twitter.com/MercianRegiment
https://twitter.com/MercianRegiment
https://instagram.com/mercianregiment/
http://www.army.mod.uk/infantry/regiments/23998.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/MercianRegiment
https://twitter.com/MercianRegiment
https://instagram.com/mercianregiment/
https://instagram.com/mercianregiment/
http://www.army.mod.uk/infantry/regiments/23998.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/MercianRegiment
https://twitter.com/MercianRegiment
https://instagram.com/mercianregiment/
http://www.army.mod.uk/infantry/regiments/23998.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/MercianRegiment
https://twitter.com/MercianRegiment
https://instagram.com/mercianregiment/
http://www.army.mod.uk/infantry/regiments/23998.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/MercianRegiment
https://twitter.com/MercianRegiment
https://instagram.com/mercianregiment/
http://www.army.mod.uk/infantry/regiments/23998.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/MercianRegiment
https://twitter.com/MercianRegiment
https://instagram.com/mercianregiment/
http://www.army.mod.uk/infantry/regiments/23998.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/MercianRegiment
https://twitter.com/MercianRegiment
https://instagram.com/mercianregiment/
https://www.facebook.com/MercianRegiment/posts/1035778586507224
http://www.army.mod.uk/infantry/regiments/23998.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/MercianRegiment
https://twitter.com/MercianRegiment
https://instagram.com/mercianregiment/
http://www.mercians.org/
http://www.army.mod.uk/infantry/regiments/23998.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/MercianRegiment
https://twitter.com/MercianRegiment
https://instagram.com/mercianregiment/
http://www.army.mod.uk/infantry/regiments/23998.aspx
http://www.army.mod.uk/infantry/regiments/23998.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/MercianRegiment
https://twitter.com/MercianRegiment
https://instagram.com/mercianregiment/
http://staffordshireregimentmuseum.com/
http://www.army.mod.uk/infantry/regiments/23998.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/MercianRegiment
https://twitter.com/MercianRegiment
https://instagram.com/mercianregiment/
http://www.cheshiremilitarymuseum.co.uk/
http://www.army.mod.uk/infantry/regiments/23998.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/MercianRegiment
https://twitter.com/MercianRegiment
https://instagram.com/mercianregiment/
http://www.wfraworcester.com/
http://www.army.mod.uk/infantry/regiments/23998.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/MercianRegiment
https://twitter.com/MercianRegiment
https://instagram.com/mercianregiment/
http://www.army.mod.uk/infantry/regiments/23998.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/MercianRegiment
https://twitter.com/MercianRegiment
https://instagram.com/mercianregiment/
http://www.army.mod.uk/infantry/regiments/23998.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/MercianRegiment
https://twitter.com/MercianRegiment
https://instagram.com/mercianregiment/
https://www.facebook.com/MercianRegiment/posts/1023726991045717


   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

over 5th Battalion, The Royal Electrical Mechanical Engineers. Congratulations to all involved! 

MERCIAN SOLDIER DEPLOYS TO NEW ZEALAND - A soldier from A (GRENADIER) Company, 1 MERCIAN is currently on 

a four-month deployment to New Zealand. Attached to 2nd/1st Battalion, Royal New Zealand Infantry Regiment, Exercise LONG 

LOOK is an annual exchange which sees around 50 British troops training alongside their counterparts in both the Australian 

and New Zealand Armed Forces. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DRUMS PLATOON COMPETE FOR TOP BUGLER ± Members of the newly formed Drums Platoon spent May competing for 

top bugler. The musical skills are a secondary duty to their role as Assault Pioneers.  Private Peach was awarded Top Bugler, 

and has also been busy taking part in the Divisional Shooting Competition. 

2 MERCIAN NEWS 

BATTALION DEPLOYS TO POLAND ± Soldiers and officers from Chester based 2 MERCIAN deployed to Poland last month, 
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ahead of a six-week long exercise in the country. The deployment is part of a NATO exercise alongside troops from nations 

such as Spain, Albania, Poland and the US. Wishing all our soldiers a safe journey, and of course ensuring they 'Stand Firm 

Strike Hard!' 

SPORTING SUCCESS FOR CHESTER BASED UNIT ± In a busy month for the battalion, 2 MERCIAN also achieved sporting 

success. First of all, the fitness team won the British Army in the North Warrior Fitness Competition. Competing against units 

from across the North of England, the team were challenged on all areas of fitness and strength. They will now compete in the 

national competition during July, where the 1 MERCIAN team will also be taking part. Best of luck to all involved!  

Elsewhere the battalions 6-a-side team took part in the British Army in the North football tournament, where they emerged 

victorious and were crowned champions. Congratulations! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SOLDIERS TESTED ON FITNESS - Troops from 2 MERCIAN have also been taking part in a gruellLQJ� µ0DUFK�	�6KRRW¶�

competition. Consisting of a four-mile speed march, stretcher race and assault course, the event finished with a rifle and pistol 

shoot. 7KH�FRPSHWLWLRQ�IRUPV�SDUW�RI�µ7KH�(DUO�RI�&KHVWHU�&XS¶��DQ�DQQXDO�EDWWDOLRQ�HYHQW�WR�GHWHUPLQH�WKH�µ&KDPSLRQ¶�FRPSDQ\� 

 

 

 

 

4 MERCIAN NEWS 

HQ COMPANY COMPLETE DEVELOPMENT WEEKEND ± 30 soldiers from HQ Company, 4 MERCIAN spent a weekend in 

May conducting a range of training activities. Covering career management, driving, stores and fitness, the weekend offered 
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the opportunity for soldiers to hone skills in order to improve as an individual and to go for promotion. There was also the 

chance for some football, with Burma Platoon beating Ghuluvelt Platoon by 12 bruised shins to nine! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CADETS NEWS 

STAFFORDSHIRE CADETS PARADE IN STAFFORD ± On Saturday 14th May, Councillor Geoff Collier took up his 

appointment as Stafford Borough's new Mayor.  

As part of the formal civic parade, a procession made its way around the streets of Stafford to the Market Square, where the 

new Mayor took a salute from members of the Armed Forces. This year's parade also included Army Cadets led by Stone 

Detachment and supported by Stafford Detachment.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RESERVISTS HONE NAVIGATION SKILLS ± 

Officers and soldiers from 4 MERCIAN have 

also been in Brecon honing their navigation and 

fitness skills.  

 

The troops covered 20 miles in 24 hours as part 

of preparation for their British Army fitness 

tests. 

 

2nd Lieutenant Simon 

Protano, Stone Detachment 

Commander said: "I was 

extremely proud of the cadets 

that took part in today's 

parade. 

³It is an honour for both myself 

and the cadets to represent 

the ACF at such a high profile 

event."  
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OTHER NEWS 

MERCIAN VETERANS WIN AT INVICTUS GAMES - Congratulations to two former soldiers from The Mercian Regiment, who 

have been starring for the UK team at this year's Invictus Games in Orlando! 6HYHFL�³1DY´�1DYHOLQLNRUR�DQG�)UDQN�$YHK�WHDPHG�

up for the sitting volleyball team, helping the UK to a hard-won silver medal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sevici joined the regiment in 2003, and played both rugby league and rugby union as a soldier, as well as becoming a 

Company-level boxer and swimmer. He undertook two tours of Iraq and two of Afghanistan, before he was injured in 

Afghanistan in November 2012. Frank joined 1 MERCIAN in 2009, and served on two operational tours in Afghanistan. In 

December 2012 he was injured. 

$V�ZHOO�DV�WKH�YROOH\EDOO��1DY�KDV�DOVR�EHHQ�UHSUHVHQWLQJ�WKH�8.�LQ�ZKHHOFKDLU�UXJE\��+H�WRRN�SDUW�LQ�WKH�8.¶V�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�

44-4 thrashing of Australia to secure the bronze medal at the Games. An inspiring effort, well done to both! 

 
STAFFORDS GATHER TO 

REMEMBER VETERAN - On 

Sunday 29th May, there was a 

gathering at the war memorial in 

Hednesford to dedicate a stone 

to Lance Corporal Stephen 

Anderson.  

Stephen was a Staffordshire 

Regiment soldier who was killed  
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BENEVOLENCE / CHARITY UPDATE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

in action in Northern Ireland on 29th May 1984 whilst on patrol in Crossmaglen, South Armagh. His wife, daughters and other 

family members were present at the service, which was conducted by Father Smith, the Padre at DMS Whittington.   

The dedication was organised by members of the Hednesford Branch of the Staffordshire Regiment Association, who 

thought it particularly poignant to stage the event on the 29th May, which is not only the anniversary of Lance Corporal 

$QGHUVRQ¶V�GHDWK�EXW�ZDV�DOVR�KLV�ZHGGLQJ�DQQLYHUVDU\�   

WFRA REUNION 2016 - Saturday 4th June saw another successful WFRA Reunion at Sixways Rugby Stadium, Worcester. 

Reverend Thomas led a moving Drumhead Service where the lead Standards were laid on the Silver Drums.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Commanding Officer of 1 MERCIAN, Lieutenant Colonel Paddy Ginn addressed the reunion, and took the salute from 

the parade where over 30 old comrades provided a March Past.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MERCIAN SOLDIER COMPLETES 100KM MARATHON FOR CHARITY -  WO2 

Giles CGC (Conspicuous Gallantry Cross) from 2 MERCIAN completed a 100km 

ultramarathon from London to Brighton last month.  

He competed in the ultramarathon to raise money for The Mercian Regiment 

Benevolence Fund.  

Starting in Richmond, West London, he completed the marathon in 15 hours and 25 

minutes; a fantastic effort! 

,I�\RX¶G�OLNH�WR�ILQG�RXW�PRUH�RU�GRQDWH��please visit the hyperlink above.  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

x Saturday 25 June 16± The Tom Sephton Memorial Trophy ± Details attached. 

x Saturday 2 July 16 - WFRA Association Crich Dinner ± The dinner will be held at Novotel, Bostocks Lane, Long 
Eaton, Derbyshire, NG10 4EP. Tickets cost £20 per person and can be purchased via the Assistant Regimental 
Secretary. 

x Sunday 3 July 16 ± Crich Pilgrimage ± Serving soldiers, families, veterans, associations and members of the 
regimental family are invited to Crich for the annual pilgrimage on Sunday 3 July. If you wish to attend the service, 
please arrive no later than 1430. Following the service there will be a Somme centenary commemoration. All 
attendees are invited. For further details, email the Assistant Regimental Secretary. 

x Friday 26 August 16 - 2016 Charity Golf Day ± 1RZ�LQ�LWV���WK�\HDU��WKLV�\HDU¶V�&KDULW\�*ROI�'D\�ZLOO�EH�KHOG�DW�
Ruffords Park Golf & Country Club and is open for the submission of teams. The format of the day will be: 18 Hole 
stableford for Individual, pairs and four man team prizes. Longest drive and nearest the pin prizes. Funds raised will 
be donated to The Mercian Benevolence Fund. Email communications@mercianregiment.co.uk for further details 
and an entry form. 

x Thursday 1 September 16 ± Formation Day. 

x Tuesday 20 September 16 ± Alma Day. 

x Wednesday 21 December 16 ± Ferozeshah Day; drinks at Kings Head, Lichfield. 

 

 

OBITUARIES 

It is with regret we inform you that the below have passed away. Our condolences are with their families and friends 

at this difficult time. Full obituaries will be in The 2016 Mercian Eagle: 

23548836 Private Brian Thomas Poulton of Stourport died recently. Brian enlisted into 1st Battalion, The Worcestershire 

Regiment on 24 April 1955 and was discharged on 23 March 1964.  He saw service in the West Indies, British Guyana and 

UK.    

2nd Lieutenant Adrian Timothy James Stanford of Westminster, London died on 3 May 2016.  Adrian served in the ranks as 

a National Serviceman with the Rifle Brigade in 1954, before moving to Eaton Hall as an Officer Cadet.  He was 

commissioned into 1st Battalion, The Sherwood Foresters and joined it in Derna Cyrenacia (Libya) in September 1954. 

Adrian was then appointed Assistant Adjutant at Chiseldon, Wiltshire in September 1955. On leaving the Army he went up to 

Merton College, Oxford, before commencing a banking career in the City of London.  

24017188 Sergeant David Martin of Gosport died aged 69 on 11 May 2016 while on a visit to Worcester. He enlisted in The 

Worcestershire Regiment in 1964, joining the 1st Battalion in Lydd and serving with it in Gibraltar, Tobruk and Cyprus, and 

with 1st Battalion, The Worcestershire and Sherwood Foresters in Northern Ireland, Berlin, and then with 1 MERCIAN 

Volunteers in Nottingham, before discharge in 1979.  

5124630 Aubrey Rodney Race died on 21 May 2016. Serving with 12 Platoon, B Company, 2nd Battalion, The South 

Staffordshire Regiment, he fought at the Battle of Arnhem during World War II. 
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