The Bowyers and Fletchers
Joint Archery Shoot
The Tower of London - 2015

Bowyers

Fletchers

1. Robert Clark
2. John Clark
3. Ben Glazier
4. Alex Cameron
5. Ian Williams
6. Simon Leach
7. David Laxton
8. John Hayton
9. Bill Duncan
10. John Ellery
11. Ian Spring
12. Tony Kench

27
25
25
21
19
15
13
12
10
9
9
8

1. Tim Eltringham
2. Pieter Cox
3. David Goodall
4. Tim Sanders Hewett
5. Hermione Crosfield
6. Ted Hoefling
7. Robert Trapnell
8. Melanie Trapnell
9. Luke Williams
10.Clare James
11. Simon McMenomy
12. Andrew McMillan

25
19
19
19
17
17
17
15
15
13
13
13

Total

193

Total

202

We declare that in 2015, the victors are the Fletchers!
Top Scorer
Top Guest

Robert Clark - Bowyer
Ian Liles

27
19

T

he livery companies of the City of London represent one
craft, trade or profession and, although the origins of these
companies stretches far back, most are still active today.
The purpose of the earliest livery companies, or trade “guilds”, in
the early Middle Ages was to maintain a high standard of conduct
and quality within the business, employing apprentices and aiding
members’ families who were suffering from illness or social
struggle. The Bowyers (longbow makers) and the Fletchers (arrow
makers) were among the earliest livery companies and before 1371
were part of one organisation.

A History of the Bowyers
The importance of the Worshipful
Company of Bowyers within the
English military stretches as far back
as the victory of Crecy in 1346. The
demand for the longbow is still present
today, sports fields having now replaced
the battlefield.
The longbow came to prominence in
the late Medieval period as bowyers
flocked to the City of London aiming
to gain work that was increasingly
widely available due to the success
of the longbow within the military.
The reason for this increase in
demand can be attributed to success
in the battles of Crecy (1346), Poitiers
(1356) and Agincourt (1415), which
were accredited to the talent of the
English bowmen. In 1363 practicing
archery was made a compulsory
activity for men, and the trade grew

further. A system of apprenticeship
was introduced for the craft bowyers,
whereby the apprentice was bound to
the trade for seven years.
By the time of the Tudors the need
for longbows was waning; improved
handguns were coming from Germany
and the supply of yew, needed to make
the best bows, was declining. By the
time of the Stuarts the company was
making great efforts to preserve their
status and business and in 1621 a body
corporate was created in which the
rules on governing the Company were
set out: this remains roughly the
same today.
The decline in trade affected most
Livery companies from the 18th
century – there was not sufficient need
for the items of their craft; the status
of many members had changed and
they were no longer tradesmen; so
companies began focusing on charity.
This is the case for the Bowyers’
Company today, as well as continuing
the traditions of the ancient
Livery companies.

A History of the Fletchers
As with the Bowyers, the demand on the Worshipful Company of Fletchers
was at its greatest during the late Medieval period, supplying the Hundred
Years War in France and the Wars of the Roses in England. The first notable
mention of the Company was as a result of the separation of the Bowyers and
the Fletchers in 1371, in an attempt to quash the prolonged dispute between
the two, however the two companies were both active in supplying the
bowmen who secured the victories in Crecy in 1346 and Agincourt in 1415.
Setting itself apart from the Company of Bowyers, “it also appears that in
the 16th century widows were admitted as members on the death of their
husbands and even single women appear to have been admitted. This practice
continued into the 18th century”, to quote from the Fletcher’s website.
From the 18th century, along with other livery companies, the arrow making
business declined as the longbow was no longer an essential weapon of war
and as a result the Fletchers changed their focus to charitable associations and
the upkeep of traditional customs of the Company.

Tower of London Shoot
The Fletchers and Bowyers companies
have a long-standing history. Originally
a joint livery company they separated
in 1371 but maintained a rivalry,
even to the extent of not dining
together for hundreds of years. The
two companies now come together
once a year to engage in an informal
archery competition. Originally the
competition was an internal one for
the Fletchers; this changed in 1991
when the event was opened up to
Members of the Bowyers’ Company.
It was held at the Artillery Ground in
front of Armoury House, the Mess of
the Honourable Artillery Company
until 1985 when it was suggested that
the shoot should take place in the east
moat of the Tower of London.
This is where the event was held
on the evening of the 14th of July;
an opportunity for the guests to
experience somewhere the public
are not usually allowed to set foot,
highlighted by the onlookers lining the
wall above the moat. The historical
setting fits the context of the event well;
an archery tournament placed in a
famous historical building, used
for defending (or imprisoning)
monarchs since the early days of the
livery companies.

used in the competition, which were set
up and used for practice and training
by the London Archers prior to the
event. As the members arrived they
were then invited to compete. Bowyer
and Fletcher members were offered a
glass of Pimms and participated in the
archery if they wished.

As is tradition, the archery competition
is followed by dinner in the Officer’s
Mess of the Royal Regiment of
Fusiliers in which the Governor’s
Trophy - a small replica of the Arrow
box used to bury Anne Boleyn - is
presented to the winning Company.
After dinner, the two companies are
invited to witness the Ceremony of
the Keys, the traditional locking up of
the Tower, carried out by the Chief
Yeoman Warder. The seven minute
ceremony has been carried out every
The site of the competition was set
night for the past 700 years, originally
up by the London Archers who
to protect the monarch residing in
brought along equipment and served
the Royal Palace and now serving the
as instructors and supervisors for the
purpose of protecting the
evening’s sport. There were four targets Crown Jewels.
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